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Abstract

This article discusses al-Kafi, written by Abu Ja'far Al-Kulaini,
with an emphasis on studying the Prophet Muhammad’s will to
‘Al ibn Abi Talib found in the section Raudat al-Kafi. As the
third part of al-Kafi, Raudat al-Kafi consists of a collection of
hadiths that cover various religious aspects, including the letters
and sermons of the Imam, which have a different system
compared to the previous two sections. This article highlights the
importance of the Prophet's will in the context of leadership and
the spiritual authority of ‘Ali by discussing key themes contained
in the will, namely justice, wisdom, and social responsibility. This
article ofters a perspective on the influence of these teachings
within the Shia hadith and their relevance in contemporary
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society. This analysis is expected to deepen understanding of al-
Kafi’s contribution to the development of Islamic thought and the
significance of the relationship between the Prophet and ‘Ali in
Islamic history.

Keywords: a/-Kafi, Raudat al-Kafi, Will.

Abstrak

Artikel ini membahas kitab Al-Kafi yang ditulis oleh Abi Ja‘far
al-Kulaini, dengan penekanan pada studi wasiat Nabi Muhammad
kepada ‘Al ibn Abl Talib yang terdapat dalam bagian Raudat al-
Kafi. Sebagai bagian ketiga dari Al-Kafi, Raudat al-Kafi terdiri
dari kumpulan hadis yang mencakup berbagai aspek keagamaan,
termasuk surat dan khutbah Imam, yang memiliki sistematika
berbeda dibandingkan dua bagian sebelumnya. Artikel ini
menyoroti pentingnya wasiat Nabi dalam konteks kepemimpinan
dan otoritas spiritual ‘Ali. Dengan membahas tema-tema kunci
yang terkandung dalam wasiat, seperti keadilan, kebijaksanaan,
dan tanggung jawab sosial, artikel ini menawarkan perspektif
tentang pengaruh ajaran tersebut dalam tradisi Syiah dan
relevansinya dalam masyarakat kontemporer. Analisis ini
diharapkan dapat memperdalam pemahaman tentang kontribusi
Al-Kafi terhadap pengembangan pemikiran Islam dan
signifikansi hubungan Nabi dan ‘Alf dalam sejarah Islam.

Kata Kunci: al-Kafi; Raudat al-Kafi; Wasiat.

A. Introduction

The third to fifth centuries of the Hijri were a period of
extensive codification of Hadith. Various hadith books showed up,
each with its methodology and systematization. The delay in
codifying the Hadith raised arguments about their origins. After a
two-century gap, orientalists began to question the authenticity of
the Prophet's Hadith. In fact, their authority in Muslim religious
practice differs from that of the Sunnis, who are thought to have
initiated the codification of Hadith in the second century Hijri
through the instruction of ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz (d. 101 AH).
The Shi'a hadith has an earlier historical claim to the codification
of Hadith through the Musnad of Zaid ibn ‘Ali. The work attributed
to Zayd ibn ‘Ali Zain al-‘Abidin ibn al-Husain ibn ‘Ali ibn Abi
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Talib (d. 122 AH) is claimed to have appeared 30 years before
Malik ibn Anas' (d. 175 AH) al-Muwatta’ by Malik ibn Anas.’

Instead of establishing Zayd ibn ‘A//'s Musnad as one of
the works of the early generation, the Shi'a appear to prefer Sahifah
‘All', which was believed to be the result of direct dictation from
the Prophet Muhammad to ‘Ali as an early reference in hadith
narration.?  Ali's narrations were thought to have been passed down
to Abu Rafi‘ al-Qibti (d. 40 AH) and included in his book Kitab al-
Sunan wa al-Ahkam wa al-Qadaya’® Although both were
companions of the Prophet, this opinion contradicts historical data
in Sunni literature, which states that Abu Rafi‘ al-Qibti narrated
only from the Prophet Muhammad and ‘Abd Allah ibn Mas‘ud.
Nonetheless, Abu Rafi's affiliation with the Shi'a hadith could be
attributed to his service in ‘Ali's army during the battles of Siffin,
Jamal, and Nahrawan.* In addition, one of his students was ‘Ali ibn
al-Husain ibn ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (d. 94/95 AH),’ the father of the
author of Musnad Zaid ibn ‘All.

The gap in the periodization of hadith codification became
apparent as we progressed to the next phase. While the Sunnis
resumed hadith codification in the third century AH and produced
several monumental works such as the al/-kutub al-sittah, the Shi'a
hadith was quite late in codifying and was only completed in the
fourth century AH with the birth of the a/-kutub al-arba'ah, one of

! Muhammad ‘Ajjaj al-Khatib, Ukii/ al-Hadis: ‘Ukimuh wa Mustalah uh
(Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1989), Page. 216; Mus‘idul Millah, ‘Musnad Al-Imam Zaid
Ibn ‘All: Kajian Atas Autentisitas, Konfigurasi, Dan Karakteristik’, Holistic Al-
Hadis, 8.2 (2022), page. 156—67.

2 Tan Keith Anderson Howard, ‘Al-Kutub al-Arba’ah: Empat Kitab Hadis
Utama Mazhab Ahlulbait’, trans. by Arif Budiarso, A/-Huda: Jurnal Kajian Ilmu-
Ilimu Islam, 2.4 (2001).

3 Ahmad ibn ‘All al-Najasyi, Rija/ Al-Najasyi (Qom: Mu’assasat al-
Nasyr al-Islami, 1418), Page. 1-4; Hasyim Ma‘ruf al-Hasani, 7arikh Al-Figh al-
Ja‘fari (Qom: Dar al-Kitab al-Islami, 1411), Page. 283; Muhammad ‘All al-
Abtahi, Tahzib Al-Magal(Beirut: Dar al-Murtada, 2018), vol. 1, Page. 147-161.

4 Kamal al-Din ‘Umar ibn Ahmad ibn Hibat Allah al-*Uqaill al-Halabi,
Bugyat al-Talab fi Tarikh Halab, ed. by al-Mahdi ‘Id al-Rawadiyah (London:
Mu’assat al-Furgan li al-Turas al-Islami, 2016), vol. 10, Page. 219.

> Jamal al-Din Abu al-Hajjaj Yusuf al-Mizzi, Tahzib al-Kamal fi Asma’
al-Rijal, ed. by Basysyar ‘Awwad Ma‘ruf (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 1992),
vol. 33, Page. 302.
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the Shi'a's four major works of Hadith. The four books include al/-
Kafi by Abu Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub al-Kulaini (d. 329 AH)
and Man La Yahduruh al-Fagih by Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn ‘Ali
ibn Husain ibn Musa al-Qummi (d. 381 AH), also known as Ibn
Babawaih al-Saduq. The conclusive two books, 7ahzib al-Ahkam
fi Syarh al-Mugni‘ and al-Istibsar fima Ukhtulif min al-Akhbar,
were compiled by Abu Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Hasan ibn ‘Ali al-
Tusi (d. 461 AH).®

There have been few studies of Hadith in the Shi'a hadith.
Previous research on Al-Kulaini by Muhammad Alfatih
Suryadilaga’ and Winda Sari® focused on Usul al-Kafi, one of al-
Kafi's three parts. Meanwhile, Abd Somad® provided a brief review
of this book on al-Kafi narration characteristics. Then, Kharis
Nugroho™ focused on al-Kafi's canonization. As a result, unlike
previous studies, this article focused on one of al-Kafi's other
sections, Raudat al-Kafi, which discusses the Hadith surrounding
the Prophet Muhammad's will to ‘Ali ibn ‘Abi Talib. It employed
the descriptive-analytic method and focused on three themes:
honesty and its relationship to tagiyah, ‘Ali as the foremost person
after the Prophet, the ah/ al-bayt, and the infallibility of the Imams.

¢ James Robson, 'Hadith,' The Encyclopaedia of Islam (Leiden: E. J. Brill,
1986), vol. 3, Page. 24; Masudul Hasan, History of Islam (New Delhi: Adam
Publishers & Distributers, 1995), vol. 1, Page. 613; Mus’idul Millah, ‘Mengenal
Kitab Al-Istibsar Karya al-Tusi’, Jurnal Studi llmu-Iimu Al-Qur’an Dan Hadis,
10.2 (2009), 281-99.

7 Muhammad Alfatih Suryadilaga, Konsep llmu dalam Kitab Hadis: Studi
atas Kitab al-Kafi karya Al-Kulaini (Yogyakarta: Teras, 2009).

8 Winda Sari, Hadis Syiah: An’Alisis Metodologis Kitab Usul Al-Kafi
Karya Muhammad Bin Yaqub Al-Kulaini (Medan: Fakultas [lmu Tarbiyah dan

_Keguruan  Universitas  Islam  Negeri ~ Sumatera  Utara, = 2021)
http://repository.uinsu.ac.id/10917/.

® Abd Somad, ‘Mengenal Referensi Hadits Syi’ah Kitab al-Kafi Karya

_Imam Al-Kulaini (w.329H)’, Jumal Ushuluddin, 21.1 (2014), 1-10
https://doi.org/10.24014/jush.v21i1.722.

10" Kharis Nugroho, ‘Kanonisasi al-Kafi karya al-Kulaini: An’Alisis
Historis dan Metodologis’ (unpublished doctoral, Universitas Islam Negeri
Sunan K’Alijaga, 2021) https://digilib.uin-suka.ac.id/id/eprint/48080/; Kharis
Nugroho, ‘Al-Kulaini’s Canonization of Al-Kafi’, Tasfiyah: Jurnal Pemikiran
Islam, 6.1 (2022), 115-42 https://doi.org/10.21111/tasfiyah.v6il.7620.
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B. The Biography of Muhammad ibn Ya’qub al-Kulaini

Abu Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub ibn Ishaq al-Kulaini al-
Razi al-Silsili al-Bagdadi"" was a Shi'a figh scholar and hadith
narrator who thrived from the middle of the third century to the
first half of the fourth century AH.”? He was born in Kulain, a
village located approximately 38 kilometers from Rey.' There is
no exact year of birth for Al-Kulaini. According to Bahr al-‘Ulum
al-Tabataba’i (d. 1212 AH), Al-Kulaini was born during the reign
of Hasan al-‘Askari (d. 260 AH) as the eleventh Imam of the
Imamiyah Shi'a. He even had numerous opportunities to interact
with him." However, al-Khu’i (d. 1413 AH) refuted this by
claiming that Al-Kulaini's birth date is unknown (majhul) and that
al-Tabataba’i's narration is also of poor quality."

Al-Kulaini grew up in a family known for its devotion to
the ahl al-bayt. His father, Ya'qub ibn Ishaq, was known for his
virtues and had a direct role in Al-Kulaini's early education. After
finishing his studies with his father, Al-Kulaini continued his
education under the tutelage of his uncle, Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Aban, also known as 'Allan Al-Kulaini
al-Razi." His uncle was also a hadith narrator and a prominent Shi'a

' “Umar Rida Kahhalah, Mu%5am al-Mu’allifin: Tardjim Musannifi al-
Kutub al-‘Arabiyah (Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turas al-‘Arabi), vol. 12, Page. 116-
117.

12 <ATj ibn Hibat Allah Abu al-Nadr ibn Makila, a/-Tkmal fi Raf® al-
Irtiyab ‘an al-Mu’t’Alif wa al-Mukht ’Alif fi al-Asma’ wa al-Kund wa al-Ansab,
ed. by ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Yahya al-Mu‘allimi al-Yaman1 and Nayif al-‘ Abbas
(Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, 1990), vol. 7, Page. 144; Ali ibn al-Hasan ibn
Hibat Allah ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Asakir, 7arkh Madinat Dimasyq, ed. by ‘Umar
ibn Garamabh al-‘Umrawi (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1995), vol. 56, hlm 298; Ahmad
ibn ‘All ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Lisan al-Mizin, ed. by ‘Abd al-Fattah Abu
Guddah (Aleppo: Maktab al-Matbti‘at al-Islamiyah, 2002), vol. 7, Page. 594.

13 Husain ‘All Mahfiz, ‘al-Taqdimah’, in a/-Ka# (Teheran: Maktabat al-
Sadug, 1381), vol. 1, Page. 9-13.

14 al-Sayyid Muhammad al-Mahdi Bahr al-*Ulim al-Tabataba’1, Rijal al-
Sayyid Bahr al-‘Ulim al-Ma ‘nif bi al-Fawaid al-Rijallyah, ed. by Muhammad
Sadiq Bahr al-‘Ulim and Husain Bahr al-‘Ulim (Teheran: Maktabat al-Sadiq,
1363), vol 3, him, 336.

15 al-Sayyid Abu al-Qasim al-Misawi al-Khi'’1, Mu5am Rijal al-Hadis
wa Taf§il Tabagat al-Ruwwah (Najaf: Al-Khoei Institute), vol. 19, Page. 58.

16 Ahmad ibn ‘Ali ibn Hajar al-*Asqalani, Lisin al-Mizin, vol. 6, Page.
21; Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Masna‘1 al-Ansi, Masabih al-
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figure during his time. Al-Kulaini learned about the sources and
transmitters of Hadith from his uncle. Al-Kulaini passed away in
Sha'ban 328/329 AH and was prayed for by Abu Qirat Muhammad
ibn Ja'far al-Hasani."”

His Intellectual Network and Works

After finishing his primary education, he moved to Rey, which
was known at the time as a unique scientific center. Then Al-
Kulaini went to Ba'labak, which was part of Damascus at that time.
He later relocated to Baghdad, where he rose to scholarly
prominence during the caliphate of Ja'far al-Mugqtadir (d. 320 AH)
of the 'Abbasids.

In addition to his father and uncle, Al-Kulaini studied with
numerous masyayikhs who introduced him to the Shi'ah Imams.
Sunni biographies mention teachers such as Abu al-Husayn
Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Ja'fari al-Samarqandi, Muhammad ibn
Ahmad al-Khaffaf al-Naisaburi, Abl al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn
Hashim al-Qummi (d. 329 AH), and Al-Husayn ibn Ahmad ibn
'Amir al-Ash'ari.’” Some of his students were Abu 'Abd Allah
Ahmad ibn Ibrahim al-Saimari, Abu Sa'd al-Kufi, Al-Syarif al-
Murtada, Abu al-Qasim ‘Ali ibn al-Husain ibn Musa al-Musawi,

Arib fi Taqrib al-Ruwadh allazina Laisu fi Taqiib al-Tahzib (Sanaa: Maktabat
San‘a’ al-Asariyah, 2005), vol. 4, Page. 323; Syadi ibn Muhammad ibn Salim Al
Nu‘man, al-Jami‘ li Kutub al-Du‘afd’ wa al-Matnikin wa al-Kazzabin (Sanaa:
Markaz al-Nu‘man li al-Buhts wa al-Dirasat al-Islamiyah wa Tahqiq al-Turas
wa al-Tarjamah, 2018), vol. 10, Page. 663; Wilferd Madelung, ‘Al-Kulayni (or
Al-Kulini), Abu Dja’far Muhammad’, The Encyclopaedia of Islam (Leiden: E. J.
Brill, 1986), vol 5, Page. 362-363.

17 Ibn Nasir al-Din al-Dimasyqi, Taudih al-Musytabih fi Dabt Asma’ al-
Ruwwah wa Ansabihim wa Alqabihim wa Kunahum, ed. by Muhammad Na‘im
al-‘Arqasiisi (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risalah, 1993), vol. 7, Page. 337; Ahmad ibn
‘Al1 ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Lisan al-Mizin, vol. 7, Page. 594; al-Sayyid Abu al-
Qasim al-Musawl al-Khu’i, Mufjam Rjjal al-Hadis wa Tafsil Tabagat al-
Ruwwah, vol. 19, Page. 58.

18 <All ibn al-Hasan ibn Hibat Allah ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh
Madinat Dimasyq, vol. 56, Page. 297; Salah al-Din Khalil ibn Aibak ibn ‘Abd
Allah al-Safadi, a/-Wafi bi al-Wafayat, ed. by Ahmad al-Arna’at and Turkl
Mustafa (Beirut: Dar Thya® al-Turas, 2000), vol. 5, Page. 147, ‘Umar Rida
Kahhalah, Mu‘jam al-Mu’allifin: Tardjim Musannifi al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyah, vol.
7, Page. 9; Ahmad ibn ‘All ibn Hajar al- ‘Asqalani, Lisan al-Mizan, vol. 3, Page.
137.
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Abu 'Abd Allah Ahmad ibn Ibrahim, Abu al-Qasim ‘Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn 'Abdus al-Kufi, 'Abd Allah ibn Muhammad ibn
Zakwan, Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ja'far al-Katib al-Bagdadi al-
Nu'mani/Ibn Abi Zainab (d. 360 AH)."™

Al-Kulaini was also highly productive. During his lifetime,
he produced several works, such as Fada’il al-Qur’an?® TafSir al-
Ru’ya, Kitab al-Rijal, al-Radd ‘ala al-Qaramitah, Rasa’il al-
A’immah ‘alaih al-Salam, al-Kafi, Kitab Ma Qila fi al-A’immah
‘alaih al-Salam min al-Syi‘r, al-Dawajin wa al-Rawajin, Kitab al-
Zayy wa al-Tajammul, Kitab al-Wasa’il and Kitab al-Raudah. The
last three books are found in al-Kafi. Only one of his works has
reached us.?! The other works, however, are most likely to have
been included in al-Kafi's or other Shi'a scholars' writings.

Scholars' Comments on Al-Kulaini

Scholars from both Shi'ah and Sunni circles regard Al-Kulaini
as superior, praiseworthy, and great. According to Ibn Hajar al-
‘Asqalani, "Al-Kulaini was a fagih, muhaddis, and leader of the
Shi'a school."? Ibn Nasgir al-Din described Al-Kulaini as a
prominent Shi'ah scholar during Mugqtadir al-Abbasi's reign.?

According to Al-Najasyi, "During his time, he was the leader
and role model of the Shi'a followers in the city of Rey and recorded
more hadith than others." Furthermore, he was the most

19 <Ali ibn Hibat Allah Abi al-Nadr ibn Makila, al-lkmdl fi Raf* al-
Irtiyab ‘an al-Mu’t ’Alif wa al-Mukht ’Alif fi al-Asma’ wa al-Kuna wa al-Ansab,
vol. 7, Page. 186; All ibn al-Hasan ibn Hibat Allah ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Asakir,
Tarikh Madinat Dimasyq, vol. 56, Page. 297-298; Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
‘Usman al-Zahabl, Siyar A‘lam al-Nubald’, ed. by Muhammad Aiman al-
Syabrawi (Kairo: Dar al-Hadis, 2006), vol. 11, Page. 492; ‘Umar Rida Kahhalah,
Mu‘jam al-Mu’allifin: Tardjim Musannifi al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyah, vol. 8, Page.
195.

20 < Adil Nuwaihad, Mujam al-Mufassirin min Sadr al-Islam hatta al-“‘Asr
al-Had ir (Beirut: Mu’assasat Nuwaihad al-Saqafiyah li al-Ta’lif wa al-Tarjamah
wa al-Nasyr, 1988), vol. 2, Page. 651.

2 Muhammad Husain al-Dirayati, ‘al-Madkhal’, in a/-Kafi (Qom: Dar al-Hadis,
1429), vol. I, hlm. 75-78; Husain ‘All Mahfiz, ‘al-Taqdimah’, in a/-Kafi, vol. 1,
hlm. 24.

22 Ahmad ibn ‘All ibn Hajar al-*Asqalani, Lisan al-Mizin, vol. 7, Page.
594.

2 al-Sayyid Abu al-Qasim al-Musawi al-Dimasyqi, Mu‘jam Rijal al-
Hadis wa Taf§il Tabagat al-Ruwwah, vol. 7, Page. 337.
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trustworthy among all the scholars." Ibn Tawus once stated, "All
scholars agreed upon the piety and trustworthiness of Shaykh Al-
Kulaini." According to Ibn ASir, in the third century Hijri, he
revived the Shi'a school of thought. He was a great and well-known
scholar within the sect." When commenting on the Hadith, Al-
Bagawi referred to Al-Kulaini as a mujadid who is sent by God
every year. Muhammad Taqi al-Majlisi says, "The truth is that
among the Shi'a scholars, a scholar like Al-Kulaini was never born.
Whoever carefully examines the Hadith and the layout of his book
will discover that he has always had God's assistance."?* Rijal's
books on Al-Kulaini contain no criticism of him, so his ability and
personality in passing down Hadith can be justified.

C. al-Kafi by Al-Kulaini
Background of the Writing

Living in the second period of the Abbasid period (232-334
AH), Al-Kulaini attempted to meet the expectations of some Shi'a
circles, who asked him to write a book compiling hadiths on various
religious topics. It was hoped that the book would pique the
students' interest and serve as a reference for those seeking
guidance, as well as a source of religious knowledge and action
based on authentic narrations and the Sunnah of the Sadigin (peace
be upon them). It was hoped that this book would help people
fulfill Allah's commands and the Prophet's Sunnah (peace and
blessings be upon him), resulting in Allah's help and guidance.” As
a result, this book addressed all religious issues and was titled al-
Kafi because it was thought to be capable of meeting all of the
people's needs.

Writing Systematics

This book of Hadith addressed a variety of religious issues.

According to al-Khunsari, al-Kafi has 16,190 hadith. However, al-

Majlisi recorded the number as 16,121, while Agha Buzurg al-
Tihraini recorded 15,181 hadiths, and 'Ali Akbar al-Gaffari

24 Ja‘far al-Subhani, Kuliyat fi ‘Ilm al-Rijal (Qom: Mu’assasat al-Nasyr
al-Islami, 1425), pp. 362—63.
25 Husain ‘Ali Mahfiiz, ‘al-Taqdimah’, in a/-Kafi, vol. I, Page. 24-26.
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mentioned 15,176.2% The book is comprised of eight volumes
divided into three sections. The first part, called wsul, is divided
into two volumes and covers the fundamental principles of Shia
teachings:

1) The Kitab al-'Agl wa al-Jahl (reason and ignorance) explains
the theological distinction between reason and ignorance.

2) The Kitab Fadl al-‘llm (The Virtue of Knowledge) describes
the approach to Hadith in Islamic science and the method of
assessing the veracity of hadith subject matter. It also includes
hadiths about the Imam's description of Hadith and arguments
against the use of personal opinion and analogy.

3) Kitab al-Tauhid (Oneness) discusses various issues in the
theology of divinity.

4) Kitab al-Hujjah (Proofs) discusses humanity's need for proof.
This proof came from the prophets. However, as the prophets
died, their imams took their place. Thus, the Imam serves as
proof in this case.

5) Kitab al-Iman wa al-Kufi (belief and disbelief), in which topics
such as belief and disbelief, the pillars of Islam, and the
distinction between faith and Islam are addressed.

6) Kitab a/-Du‘a’ (prayers) only include prayers that differ from
those used in private prayers. Such prayers are frequently
recommended by their Imams.

7) Kitab Fadl al-Qur’an (The Virtues of the Qur'an) discusses the
benefits of the Qur'an to the reader as well as some recitation
techniques.

8) Kitab al-Isra’ (relationship) emphasizes relationships with
God and with one's fellow humans.

Second, al-Furu‘ (branches) consists of five volumes with an
emphasis on aspects of worship and law, such as: kitab a/-taharah
(how to purify), kitab a/-haid (menstruation), kitab a/-jana’iz(deals
with funerals and other matters related to funeral ceremonies),
kitab al-salat (the procedures for prayer, both obligatory and

26 Ja‘far al-Subhani, Kulfiyat fi ‘Ilm al-Rijal, Page. 357; lan Keith
Anderson Howard, ‘Al-Kutub al-Arba’ah: Empat Kitab Hadis Utama Mazhab
Ahlulbait’, trans. by Arif Budiarso, A/-Huda: Jurnal Kajian llmu-Ilmu Islam, 2.4
(2001).
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sunnah, as well as the times), kitab a/-zakah, kitab al-siyam, kitab
al-hajj, kitab al-jihad, kitab al-ma ‘isyah (ways of earning a living),
kitab al-munakahat (marriage), kitab al-agigah, kitab al-talaq
(divorce), kitab al-‘itq wa al-tadbir wa al-katibah, types of slaves
and how to free them; kitab a/-sayd (hunting), kitab al-zaba’ih
(slaughter), kitab a/-at ‘imah (food), kitab al-asyribah (drink), kitab
al-zig wa al-tajammul wa al-muru’ah (clothing, grooming, and
modesty), kitab al-dawajin (domestic animals), kitab a/-wasaya
(wills), kitab al-mawaris, ordinary inheritance, kitab a/-hudud
(circumstances and methods of punishment), kitab a/-diyat (the law
of gisas and details of how to atone if someone is physically
injured), kitab a/-syahadat (testimony in legal cases), kitab a/-gada’
wa al-ahkam (Hadith on the rules of behavior of judges and their
requirements), and kitab al-aiman wa al-nuzur wa al-kaftarat
(Hadith on oaths, promises and how to make amends when the
second party is void).

Third, a/-Raudah, which is found in the last volume, covers
various religious aspects beyond the previous two sections,
including letters and sermons of the Shi'a Imams.

Source of Transmission

Shi'a considers the twelve Imams to be the primary source of
hadith transmission, in addition to the Prophet Muhammad, due to
the belief that after the Prophet's death, the revelation continued to
the Imams. In the Shi'a Hadith, acceptable Hadith are those that
are narrated by Shi'a believers and are linked to the Imams; even if
the Hadith do not reach the Prophet, they are still accepted. They
also do not dismiss hadith reports from non-Shi'a narrators if there
is context to support them as coming from the infallible Imams. Al-
Kulaini's book al-Kafi does not dismiss non-Shi'a narrators, either.
In his book, Al-Kulaini recounts many hadiths from Abu ‘Abd
Allah Ja‘far al-Sadiq, the sixth Imam.?

The summarization of the sanad is one of the book's unique
features. Under certain circumstances, the Hadith's sanad is
sometimes written in full, while other times, it omits some of the
sanad at the beginning. For example, after Al-Kulaini has written

27 Muhammad Husain al-Dirayatl, ‘al-Madkhal’, in a/-Kafi (Qom: Dar al-
Hadis, 1429), vol. I, Page. 90-92.
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the complete sanad of the previous Hadith, the sanad of the next
Hadith, if the same, is briefly presented. Al-Kulaini occasionally
shortens the sanad by using jama‘ah (a group) and ‘“ddah min
ashabina (a number of our companions).

If Al-Kulaini says ‘%ddah min ashabina (a number of our
companions) from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn al-Barqi, then he
means ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hasyim al-Qumi, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd
Allah ibn Uzainah, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Umayyah, and ‘Ali
ibn al-Husain al-Sa‘d Abadi. When Al-Kulaini mentions ‘“ddah
min ashabina from Sahl ibn Ziyad, he means ‘Allan Al-Kulaini,
Muhammad ibn Abi ‘Abd Allah Ja‘far ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Aun al-
Asadi al-Kufi, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Farrukh al-Saffar, and
Muhammad ibn ‘Aqil al-Kulaini. If Al-Kulaini mentions ‘%ddah
min ashabina from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Isa, he means
Muhammad ibn Yahya al-‘Attar, ‘Ali ibn Musa ibn Ja‘far al-
Kamandani, Dawud ibn Kawrah al-Qumi, Ahmad ibn Idris ibn
Ahmad al-Asy‘ari al-Qumi, dan ‘Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hasyim al-
Qumi. Finally, all of Al-Kulaini's statements about iddah min
ashabina come from Ja‘far ibn Muhammad, from al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali
ibn Faddal, and Abu ‘Abd Allah al-Husain ibn Muhammad ibn
‘Imran ibn Abi Bakr al-Asy‘ari al-Qumi.? They were all well-
regarded and trusted narrators by Al-Kulaini, so if they had been
written in full in the previous Hadith, they were rarely written
again in the following Hadith to avoid prolonging the writing.?

The inclusion of al-Kafi among the other hadith books of al-
kutub al-arba'ah is critical. As a book of Hadith second only to the
Qur'an in the Shi'a hadith, it is naturally highly regarded. Until the
early sixth century AH, all of the hadiths in al-Kafi were considered
sahih. Al-Kafi's hadiths can be classified into 5,072 sahih hadith,
144 hasan hadith, 1,128 muwassaq hadith, 302 gawrs hadith, and
9,485 daif Hadith based on 'Ulum al-Hadis'rules and al-Hilli's (d.
726 AH) classification.® Nonetheless, scholars have reacted

2 <Al Akbar al-Giffarl, ‘Khutbat al-Kitab’, in a/-Kafi (Teheran:
Maktabat al-Sadiq, 1381), Page. 48.

2 Muhammad Alfatih Suryadilaga, Konsep llmu dalam Kitab Hadis:
Studi atas Kitab al-Kafi karya Al-Kulaini, Page. 318-319.

30 Muhammad Husain al-Dirayatl, ‘al-Madkhal’, in a/-Kafi (Qom: Dar al-
Hadis, 1429), vol. 1, Page. 91.
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favorably to the book. Not only has praise been published, but so
have syarah, hasyiyah, translation, summarization, fahqgiq and
takhrij, as well as thematic studies of al-Kafi hadiths.*

D. Hadith on Prophet Muhammad’s Will to ““‘Ali in Raudat al-
Kafi
The Value of Honesty

Al-Kulaini narrates three Hadith about honest behavior in
Raudat al-Kafi's chapter Wasiyat al-Nabi saw. [i Amir al-
Mu’minin.
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This Hadith comes from Abu ‘Abd Allah, Ja‘far ibn
Muhammad al-Sadiq (d. 148 AH), and its qu’Ality was declared
sahih by Muhammad Husain ibn Qaryagdi (d. 1089 AH).33 It
explains the Prophet's will to '* Ali about some things that can make
a person noble. These include (1) being truthful in speech and
behavior, (2) being wara', (3) fearing Allah wherever and whenever
(4) crying a lot out of fear of Allah, (5) fighting for religion, and (6)
adhering to the Prophet's sunnah in prayer, fasting, and charity.

31 Husain ‘Ali Mahfiiz, ‘al-Taqdimah’, in a/-Kdfi, vol. 1, Page. 28-38.

32 Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub ibn Ishaq al-Kulaini, a/-Kdfi (Beirut:
Mansyurat al-Fajr, 2007), vol. 8, Page. 45.
33 Muhammad Husain Ibn Qaryagdi, a/-Bida ‘ah al-Muzjah Syarh Kitab al-
Raudah min al-Kafi, ed. by Humaid al-Ahmadi al-Julfa’t (Qom: Dar al-Hadis,
1429).
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The Hadith explains that prayer refers to 50 rak'ahs. The
prayer in this Hadith appears to be the same number of rak’ahs as
Allah's command to the Prophet to perform the first prayer during
the Mi'raj. However, in the Shi'a hadith, 50 rak‘ahs are the total
number of obligatory and voluntary prayers for the day and night.>

Meanwhile, fasting is a three-day fast every month, namely
on Thursday at the beginning of the month, Wednesday in the
middle of the month, and Thursday at the end of the month.
However, this fasting in the Shi'a hadith is not binding on the days
that have been determined as the wording of the history.? In the
Sunni Hadith, what is meant by fasting three days in each month is
on the 13", 14t and 15™ of the lunar month, also known as ayyam
al-bid?>

Charity must be done with complete sincerity and
awareness. In addition, the Prophet directed ‘Ali to perform the
night prayer and the zawal prayer, which are mentioned three
times. According to Ibn Qaryagdi, the zawal prayer is voluntary.
However, some argue that it is a fard (obligatory) prayer, which
contradicts Q.S. al-Baqarah verse 283 regarding a/-salah al-wusta.”’
The following orders are to recite the Qur'an at all times, raise the
hands in prayer and turn them upside down, wash the mouth after
performing ablution, have good manners, and avoid bad manners.

In the following Hadith, Al-Kulaini explains that a person's
glory is directly related to his level of piety.*

3 Muhammad ibn Isma’il al-Bukhari, al-Jami‘ al-Sahih, ed. by
Muhammad Zuhair ibn Nasir al-Nasir (Beirut: Dar Tauq al-Najah, 1422), vol. 9,
Page. 149-51; Muhammad Baqir al-Majlisi, Bihar Al-Anwar al-Jami ‘ah Ii Durar
Akhbar al-A’immah al-Athar (Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Wafa’), vol. 98, Page. 290-
291.

35 Muhammad Husain ibn Qaryagdi, al-Bida ‘ah al-Muzjah Syarh Kitab al-
Raudah min al-Kafi, vol. 2, him. 40-41.

36 Muhammad ibn Isma’il al-Bukhari, a/-Jami‘ al-Sahih, vol. 2, Page. 58;
Abii ‘Tsa Muhammad ibn ‘Isa ibn Saurah ibn Miisa al-Dahhak al-Tirmiz1, Sunan
al-Tirmizi, ed. by Basysyar ‘Awwad Ma‘ruf (Beirut: Dar al-Garb al-Islamil,
1996), vol. 2, Page. 126.

37 Muhammad Husain ibn Qaryagdi, a/-Bida ‘ah al-Muzjah Syarh Kitab
al-Raud ah min al-Kaf, vol. 2, Page. 41.

38 Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub ibn Ishaq al-Kulaini, a/-Kafi, vol. 8, Page. 46.
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After explaining the Prophet's instructions on what makes
a person noble, Al-Kulaini mentions a hadith passed down from the
Prophet through Ja‘far al-Sadiq to his father Muhammad ibn ‘Ali
ibn al-Husain (d. 114 AH), also known as Muhammad al-Bagqir, the
fifth Imam in the Shi'a hadith. This Hadith can be described as a
ta’kid of the first Hadith. It explains that a person's glory is rooted
in his religion, authority, reason, and piety. The two Hadiths
mentioned above emphasize that one's glory is not determined by
wealth or social status; rather, piety is the essence of the parameter.

It is interesting to note that one of the Prophet's instructions
to ‘Ali was to be honest. On the other hand, this will appear to
contradict the doctrine of tagiyah, one of Shi'a's central tenets,
which leg’ Alizes the act of reve’ Aling something contrary to one's
beliefs. Tagiyah is primarily performed to protect oneself from the
threat of bullying and persecution perpetrated by sects other than
Shi'a. But, in the end, fagiyah holds a high place in Shi'a, even
serving as a religious principle alongside the fard prayer.’® Al-
Kulaini narrated Hadith about the position of fagiyah in the Shi'a
hadith in Usul al-Kafi, particularly in the chapter a/-tagiyah of the
book al-iman wa al-kufi.*

These hadiths about tagiyah appear to contradict the first
Hadith from Al-Kulaini above, which states that the Prophet
advised ‘Ali to always be honest. In fact, the next Hadith states
that the greatest sin is false speech.*
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39 Abli Ja‘far al-Sadiig Muhammad ibn  Ali ibn al-Husain ibn Babawaih al-Qumli,
Man la Yahduruh al-Fagih, ed. by al-Sayyid Hasan al-Misawi al-Khurasani
(Teheran: Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyah, 1390), vol. 2, hlm. 80.

40 Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub ibn Ishaq al-Kulaini, al-Kafi, vol. 2, Page. 133-
136.

41 al-Kulainl, a/-Kaf, vol. 8, Page. 47.
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However, it appears that the Prophet's advice to ‘Ali was
not interpreted as a command for his followers. According to Ibn
Qaryagdi, the wording /7 Nafsik in the first Hadith indicates that
the details of the Prophet's will was applied only to ‘Ali and not to
everyone.® This demonstrates that the doctrine of tagiyah is more
than just the will, especially if the contents of the will are
interpreted to apply only to “Ali.
““Ali is the Most Important Person after the Prophet
Furthermore, Al-Kulaini narrated a hadith from Abu ‘Abd
Allah, which stated that ‘Ali was the most important person after
the Prophet.*®
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Muslims are divided into four groups: Murji'ah, Haruriyah
(also known as Khawarij), Qadariyah, and Shi'a, which is the school

42 Muhammad ibn Husain ibn Qaryagdi, a/-Bidd ‘ah al-Muzjah Syarh
Kitab al-Raud ah min al-Kafi, vol. 2, Page. 39-40.
43 Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub ibn Ishaq al-Kulaini, a/-Kafi, vol. 8, Page. 46.

Al-Dzikra, Volume 18, No. 2, December 2024 309



Siti Jubaedah&Mus’idul Millah

of'“Ali or his followers. According to this hadith, ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib
is the most excellent person after the Prophet. This is one of many
Hadith used by the Shi'ah to argue that after the Prophet's death,
‘Ali was the most worthy successor to him as caliph. No one in the
Ahl al-Sunnah doubted the Prophet's assertion of “Ali's superiority.
However, Ahl al-Sunnah interpreted this as the Prophet's love for
‘Ali rather than his appointment as his successor caliph.*

They also disagreed with the Shi'a's claim that ‘Ali was the
Prophet's successor following his death. They argued that this was
inconsistent with the historical record, which showed that three
caliphs were appointed before ‘Ali and that Shi'a emerged long
after the three caliphs' reign.* Based on this understanding, they
condemned the Prophet's companions, particularly the three caliphs
who preceded ‘Ali. They claimed that the three companions who
became caliphs usurped ‘Ali's position as the Prophet Muhammad's
legitimate successor.

Obeying the Ahl al-Bayt*
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The Hadith is one of the narrations about the virtues of the
Ahl al-bayt. It even states that it is imperative to obey the ahl al-
bayt because Allah has designated them as proof on the day of
judgment. It should be noted that in Shi'a belief, the Ahl al-Bayt is
not the Prophet Muhammad's family in general, but rather the
Prophet, Fatimah, °Ali, Hasan, Husain, and nine of their
descendants, who are referred to as the infallible Twelve Imams.*’

4 Aboebakar Atjeh, Sji‘ah: Rasion’Alisme dalam Islam (Jakarta: Jajasan
Lembaga Penjelidikan Islam, 1965), Page. 14.

45 Aboebakar Atjeh, Sji’ah: Rasion’Alisme dalam Islam, Page. 18.

46 Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub ibn Ishaq al-Kulaini, a/-Kafi, vol. 8, Page. 47.
47 < All Akbar al-Giffarl, ‘Khutbat al-Kitab’, in a/-Kafi (Teheran: Maktabat al-
Sadigq, 1381), vol. 1, hlm. 4-5.
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God has entrusted them as helpers on the day of judgment due to

their infallibility, as confirmed by the following Hadith narrated by
Al-Kulaini.*
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The high position of the ahl al-bayt, as well as the need to
obey them, are directly related to the interpretation of Qur'an surah
al-Ahzab verse 33:
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According to various narrations, al-Mawardi (d. 450 AH)
reported that Ahl al-Sunnah scholars have at least three
interpretations of Ahl al-bayt in verse.® First, the ahl al-bayt in the
verse are the Prophet Muhammad, Fatimah, ‘Ali, Hasan, dan
Husain;* second, the ahl al-bayt in the verse is only addressed to
the Prophet's wives;>' and third, the ahl al-bayt includes not only
the wives, but also the Prophet's family and close relatives, both
male and female.> In contrast to the previous three viewpoints, the

48 Muhammad ibn Ya‘qub ibn Ishaq al-Kulaini, a/-Kdfi, vol. 8, Page. 47.

49 Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Habib al-Basrl
al-Bagdadi al-Mawardi, a/-Nukat wa al-‘Uyiin, ed. by al-Sayyid Ibn ‘Abd al-
Magsiid ibn ‘Abd al-Rahim (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah), vol. 4, Page. 401.

30 Abil Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Jarir al-Tabarl, Jami* al-Bayan ‘an Ta 'wil
Ay al-Qur’an, ed. by ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Turkl (Kairo: Dar Hijr,
2001), vol. 19, Page. 101-107; Ibn Abi Hatim al-Razi, TafSir al-Qur’an al-‘Azim,
ed. by As‘ad Muhammad al-Tayyib (KSA: Maktabat Nizar Mustafa al-Baz,
1419), vol. 3131-3133.

1 Abu al-Hasan Mugatil ibn Sulaiman ibn Basyir al-Azdi al-Balkhi,
Tafsir Muqatil ibn Sulaiman, ed. by ‘Abd Allah Mahmud Syahatah (Beirut: Dar
Thya’ al-Turas, 1423), vol. 3, Page. 489; Abu Ja‘far Muhammad ibn Jarir al-
Tabarl, Jami‘ al-Bayan ‘an Ta’wil Ay al-Qur’dn, vol. 19, Page. 107-108; Abu al-
Hasan ‘Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Wahidi, al/-Tafsir al-Basit (KSA:
‘Imadat al-Bahs al-‘Ilm1 Jami‘at al-Imam Muhammad ibn Sa‘ud al-Islamiyah,
1430), vol. 18, Page. 240.

52 Abi ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Idris ibn al-* Abbas al-Syafi‘i, Tafsir
al-Imam al-Syafii, ed. by Ahmad ibn Mustafa al-Farran (KSA: Dar al-
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Shi'a favor the first interpretation, emphasizing the nine
descendants of '“Ali who became Shi'a imams. This verse also
confirms the Imams' infallibility because Allah has purified them.>

E. Conclusion

The teaching of tagiyah, combined with the Hadith of the
Prophet's will for '“Ali to be honest in both deed and speech, was
not interpreted as a unit. The interpretation that the Prophet's will
only applies to ‘Ali keeps tagiyahlegal and even has a special place
in Shi'a. Hadiths about ‘Ali as the Prophet's successor are
considered problematic. No one disputes ‘Ali's primacy. However,
the testamentary claim to ‘Ali's appointment as the Prophet's
successor remains debatable. The Shi'a restriction of ah/ al-Bayt to
the Prophet, Fatimah, ‘Ali, Hasan, Hussein, and nine specific
people from Ali's descendants, known as the twelve Imams, is still
linked to the concept of Ahlusunah. The main distinction is the
belief that these Imams are infallible and will offer help on the day
of Judgment.
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